WEDNESDAY’S CHILD COMES OF AGE – OUR CHARITY CELEBRATES ITS 20TH BIRTHDAY WITH FUND RAISING REACHING £250,000

In the 1980s a group of mothers realised they didn’t want to say goodbye to each other forever when their daughters moved on from South Hampstead Junior School.  They promised to stay in touch and the result was Wednesday’s Child, a charitable trust for helping less privileged children.

Named after the nursery rhyme’s “full of woe” and with a white daisy to represent the innocence of children, Wednesday’s Child has given away nearly £250,000 over its lifetime and this November our charity celebrates a significant milestone – it is twenty years since it was granted charitable status and from a small start when we raised £2,000, we have given away £25,000 each year for the past 5 years, a remarkable achievement for a small group of local North London mothers.

“To begin with it was about maintaining friendships”, says founder Gill Perrin, “but we also wanted to help local children and as time went on we all realised what a great need there was on our own doorsteps, and we started discussing ‘breaking into cycles of deprivation’ and ‘prevention before cure’ as common themes which should guide our fund-raising and grant giving.”

With the support of our Patrons, including local North London residents Emma Thompson, Martin Bell and Jon Snow, we have helped many, many projects: Out of School play schemes for ‘latchkey’ children was one of our earliest projects as were the Kingsmead Kabin projects on the Hackney housing estate and the Centrepeace summer play scheme for children affected by HIV/AIDS; deaf, autistic, terminally-ill, bereaved, disabled, homeless, at risk – any child who is “full of woe”.

And the myriad ways we have used to raise money range from events such as theatre and cinema outings, poetry and musical evenings, talks and demonstrations and of course the annual Appeal and Sale where Wednesday’s Child supporters would provide high quality clothing, toys, books and equipment which was then sold to the public in a frantic 3 hours – our worst moment was the year the IRA let off an incendiary device in Finchley Road the night before the Sale when everything was laid out ready in a church and the police cordoned off the area for 24 hours, so we had to re-bag all the goods, take them home with us and start all over again a week later!

We are an entirely voluntary organisation with our founding members very much still involved and, together with the many projects we have helped over the years and our kind patrons, we will be hosting a series of events culminating in a Gala Dinner on November 21st at the Royal College of Physicians in Regents Park to celebrate this very special anniversary.

As Gill Perrin says “Its been a long haul, but great fun and so worthwhile.  A number of the founding mums now have grandchildren and their daughters are getting involved in fund-raising and as trustees.  These days it would be so easy for these 30-somethings to become Yummy Mummies and go off for a massage or tennis lesson in their precious spare time.  But they realise, as we did 20 years ago, that there are many children in North London for whom just a little time, effort and money, well-directed, can make a significant difference to their futures”.

NOTE TO EDITORS

We can provide interviews and photo opportunities with both charity trustees and projects we have helped.

For further background information, including all the projects we have supported and financial details, please contact Heather Roberts at heatherjbirch@hotmail.co.uk (telephone 020 7798 8906 or 07801 457082 mobile) - or visit our website at www.wednesdayschild.org.uk

